
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. III 

Source: Jay E. Adams,  
Handbook of Church Discipline, p. 27  
  

Here is a pictorial presentation of the process  
of discipline laid out in Mt 18:15-17 which 
reads as follows: 
15

 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his  
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,  
you have gained your brother. 

16
 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
 charge may be established by the evidence of two or  
three witnesses. 

17
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it  

to the church. And if he  refuses to listen even to the  
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
  

However, Dr. Adams has added an additional                                                                    
step, self-discipline, which we have already 
discussed.   Church discipline is necessary 
when we have failed to exercise control over  
our lives, that is, when we have ignored God’s frequent warnings from his Word; 
quenched and neglected to keep in step with the Holy Spirit; broken his 
commandments, and transgressed his laws to the extent that either our sins are now 
evident to our brothers and sisters and/or that we have sinned against them.  It is at this 
point that v. 15 is implemented (step 2 in the diagram).   
  

The diagram provides us with two perspectives regarding the errant brother or 
sister.  The period of self-discipline to church discipline covers the process in which he 
or she is to be regarded as a brother or sister in Christ.  However, at the point at which 
he rejects the admonition and ruling of the church, the point at which he clearly evinces 
a contumacious spirit, that is to say, the point at which he is excommunicated from the 
church, he is declared to be a non-believer and a pagan (Gentile and tax collector), and 
is sent into the world as such, v. 17.   
  

The diagram also shows that there are two characteristics or types of discipline: 
the informal and formal.  The former covers the period of self-discipline to the 
occasion in which we approach him with two or three witnesses– see Mt 18: 15 -16.  
The formal process of discipline takes place when these processes fail, thereby 
necessitating the bringing of the matter before the elders and to the church at large, v. 
17.   
  

The excommunication of the errant brother from the support and nurture of the covenant 
community is, needless to say, a very serious matter.   The errant person is denied 
participation in the benefits and life of the church and is thrust out into the world as a 
carnal person.  At this point, the attitude of the church is to be, not one of absolute 
separation but rather, one of exhortation and urging to repentance and restoration.  
John MacArthur is very helpful here: Church discipline "is not merely to punish the 
offender, or to shun him completely, but to remove him as a detrimental influence from 
the fellowship of the church, and then to regard him as an evangelistic prospect rather 
than as a brother."  (The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 1,158).  This latter aspect 
should be the content and limit of our conversation.  It is emphasized that the purpose 
of church discipline is not to embarrass a person but to bring him to repentance.  Next 
week we will examine the processes outlined in Matthew 18.   


